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December , 2003

Mr. John F. Lettiere, Jr., Commissioner

New Jersey Department of Transportation

1035 Parkway Avenue

Trenton, NJ 08625

Dear Commissioner Littiere:


We are residents of Union County and are writing to you regarding the reactivation of diesel freight service along the abandoned Rahway Valley and Staten Island Railroads through the communities of Cranford, Roselle, Roselle Park, Kenilworth, Union, Springfield and Summit all within Union County.  We are opposed to this project and asking for your immediate attention in this matter.  


 Even though an agreement had been signed between the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders and Morristown & Erie Railway, Inc. (M&E), Mr. Devanney, County Manager, stated publicly that he would fight against the reactivation if the local municipalities opposed it.  County Officials have also stated publicly that the rail traffic would not proceed through any town without municipal approval. The communities involved passed resolutions opposing the reactivation of this railroad through their communities and copies were sent to the County.  Then in June 2003, the Freeholders passed a resolution approving the reactivation.  This contradicts a resolution the County passed last year in which the Freeholders voted to have municipal consent from the affected municipalities prior to any plans for consideration of reactivation.


In addition, contrary to the reassurances of the Union County Freeholders, we now find out that we have been lied to by the County from the very beginning.  In 2000 the County of Union went to the State of New Jersey to lease the railroad.  Then in May 2002, the County entered into an agreement with Morristown & Erie Railroad.  And yet for months knowing all of this, they continued to lie to the residents of Union County.  The County has tried to reactivate this railroad in total and complete secrecy.


This reactivation was done without the County providing the municipalities with any studies on this project.  These include safety, traffic, environmental and economic studies.  In addition, the County cannot provide a cost factor for the completion of the reactivation and there isn’t any operating plan in place.  In short, the County authorized this project without knowing the cost, not knowing how or when it will be running and no knowledge regarding the economic benefits or environmental or safety impact on the communities.  


 We must stress to you the negative impact this will have upon us and would adversely affect and deteriorate our quality of life in many ways.

· Traffic Problems – trains will cross an extreme number of state, county and local roads including Route 22 in Union; Westfield Avenue in Roselle Park; the Boulevard and Michigan Avenues in Kenilworth; Chestnut Street and St. George Avenue in Roselle; Mountain and Meisel Avenues in Springfield.

· Noise, vibration and diesel pollution.

· Depreciation of property value and shrinkage of the tax base.

· Safety of residents, including children playing in adjacent backyards, park areas and schools.  These tracks are in extreme close proximity to many schools and athletic fields putting our students in an unsafe environment.

· Interference of delivery of emergency services in time of local need or national emergency.  With no funds available to municipalities to cover special training, extra police and firefighters, traffic control and any other variety of emergency expenses incurred.

· Movement through residential and commercial neighborhoods of up to 286,000 pounds per rail car of unrestricted freight that could include hazardous chemicals and materials.


Recently, chemicals were sprayed along the tracks without notice to the municipalities, police departments or health departments.  A resident had to be rushed to the hospital to be treated for inhaling the chemicals.  He remained at the hospital for 6 hours and had to be decontaminated and his clothes destroyed.  One of the chemicals used has been determined by the EPA to be harmful to humans and pets and this was done with no regard for the welfare of the residents living extremely close to the tracks.  


According to the contract between the County of Union and Morristown & Erie Railway, within thirty days of the execution of the contract signed May 9, 2002, M&E was to have a public outreach to the communities affected.  This was not executed in a timely manner as the first public outreach was held over a year after this date.  The signing of this agreement was kept a secret from the municipalities and its residents; therefore, there was no public input since the municipalities and residents were never informed of this signed contract.   


In light of all of these facts and the extreme negative effects this reactivation will have on our quality of life, we are asking you to review this matter and confirm to the Union County Board of Freeholders our concerns for traffic and safety especially since the County has not done any studies in this matter.



Yours truly,

Daniel Westervelt • Cranford   JoAnn Dillon • Kenilworth   Arlene Murphy • Roselle    Robert  Zeglarski, Jr. • Roselle Park

Herbert Slote • Springfield   Louis DeSocio, Coordinator, ESA • Summit   Robert Brede • Union


