COALITION TO STOP THE TRAIN
P.O. BOX 76 • KENILWORTH • NEW JERSEY • 07033

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders

Union County Administration Building

Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, NJ  07202

Dear Sir:


I am a resident of Union County and am writing to you regarding your plan to reactive diesel freight service along the abandoned Staten Island and Rahway Valley Railroads through the communities of Cranford, Roselle, Roselle Park, Kenilworth, Union, Springfield and Summit.  I am opposed to this project and asking for your immediate attention in this matter.


 Even though an agreement has been signed between the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders and Morristown & Erie Railway Inc. (M&E), Mr. Devanney, County Manager, stated publicly that he would fight against the reactivation if the local municipalities oppose it.  County Officials have also stated publicly that the rail traffic would not proceed through any town without municipal approval.  The communities involved have passed resolutions opposing the reactivation of this railroad through their communities and copies have been sent to the County.  As a resident of Union County, I expect the Freeholders to stand behind their statements and stop this reactivation.  


Contrary to the reassurances of the Union County Freeholders, work has already begun in preparation of this reactivation and local businesses have been contacted for leases along the right of way property.  M&E has also filed an application with the Federal Surface Transportation Board seeking approval to operate the Staten Island Railroad and the Rahway Valley Railroad rail lines. 


As you can see from the above facts, M&E Railroad is proceeding to reactivate these rail lines and we are becoming more concerned. I am becoming concerned that this railroad is moving forward and there has been no action by the County to halt this reactivation.  We must stress to you the negative impact this will have upon our quality of life and the proximity of this rail line to many of our homes, schools and businesses.


In light of these facts and the fact that the County has stated publicly that it was opposed to the reactivation, if the municipalities were against it, it is imperative that the County act now before it becomes too late to stop M&E Railroad.  As our elected officials, please follow through on your statements and take the necessary steps to stop the reactivation of this railroad immediately.



Yours truly,

Daniel Westervelt • Cranford   JoAnn Dillon • Kenilworth   Arlene Murphy • Roselle    Robert  Zeglarski, Jr. • Roselle Park

Herbert Slote • Springfield   Louis DeSocio, Coordinator, ESA • Summit   Robert Brede • Union


