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Construction stopped on Roxbury waste depot

By Peggy Wright, Daily Record
Operators of the High Bridge Branch railroad line temporarily agreed on Thursday

to stop building a transfer station beside the tracks in Roxbury that Morris County
officials believed would accept at least 600 tons a day of construction debris.

Lawyers for the county and Morristown & Erie Railway Inc. - the company that

leases the High Bridge line from Morris County - reached an interim pact after
hours of talks on Thursday in response to a lawsuit that the county filed Monday

for an injunction against the transfer station plan.

An open-court hearing was supposed to be held before Superior Court Judge
Kenneth MacKenzie in Morristown. Instead, the lawyers met privately with the
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judge, who signed an order under which Morristown & Erie agreed to be
temporarily restrained from undertaking any construction activities whatsoever in
the vicinity of Berkshire Valley Road and Route 46 in Roxbury or taking any steps

to construct a transfer station on the property.

A hearing was set for April 1 for MacKenzie to hear arguments on whether an
injunction should be leveled against Morristown & Erie.

Roxbury and county officials were taken aback in early. February when they

learned that the rail company was excavating and clearing trees along a section of
the freight line track. During a site visit and at a later meeting with railroad
representatives, county officials learned that Morristown & Erie had arranged for a
company to build a transfer station that would accept construction and demolition

material.

The county's lawsuit contended that no one was consulted about the plan, nor -
were any approvals sought. Such construction would violate terms of the county's
lease with the railroad that specifies that it cannot make any changes, additions or
alterations to the leased premises without written consent from the county, the

lawsuit said.

The county, according to its complaint, learned that at least 46 trucks would visit
the site each day to unload 600 tons of construction waste that would be
transferred from the trucks onto freight cars and transported to landfills in Ohio.
County officials learned also that the station potentially could handle up to 1,000
tons per day, meaning that about 77 trucks would deliver to the station.

Gordon Fuller, Morristown & Erie's chief operating officer, said on Thursday that
the railroad would like to erect a transfer station but wants to fully cooperate with
the county, from whom it has leased the line since 1986. Morris County in 1986

bought two lines, including the High Bridge Branch, from Conrail with the goal of
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"We think it would be a value to the county and ourselves to have a facility that
handles construction and demolition material,” Fuller said.

"It's safe to say that everything is on hold now. We have to go back and look at a
design. We want to work together with the county on this."

The county’s concern was that representatives of Morristown & Erie - before the
lawsuit was filed - spoke as though the transfer station were a fait accompli, and
that federal laws pertaining to the authority of railroads freed them from having to

seek local approvals.

The High Bridge line starts in Roxbury approximately one-half mile east of the
grade crossing with Berkshire Valley Road, runs through Kenvil, Ledgewood and
Flanders, and ends at the Toys 'R' Us facility in the Bartley section of Mount Olive.

Each railroad freight car carries the same amount as five legally loaded tractor-
trailer trucks, according to the lawsuit.

Peggy Wright can be reached at pwright@gannett.com or (973) 267-1142.
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