RESOLUTION OPPOSING STATE FUNDING OF AND UNION
COUNTY'S OPERATING AGREEMENT WITH M&E RAILROAD
BY THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SPRINGFIELD,
COUNTY UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
        WHEREAS, the Township of Springfield has for more than 20 years objected, and continues to

object to the reactivation and use of the former Rahway Valley Railroad right-of-way within the Township for

rail traffic; and

        WHEREAS, the June 23, 2000 agreement between the NJDOT and the County of Union provides 

that the County will negotiate an Operating Agreement with the Morristown & Erie Railway, Inc., concerning

such right-of-way; and

        WHEREAS, Union County did, on or about May 9, 2002, enter into such an agreement with the M&E 

which specifically requires M&E to provide a Business and Operating Plan; and

        WHEREAS, six years into the ten year agreement M&E has failed to provide such plan concerning the 

5-mile section of track running from Cranford, through Springfield and into Summit (designated Phase IV);and

        WHEREAS, the County of Union has failed to require M&E to cure their breach of the agreement; and

        WHEREAS, NJDOT has already approved and spent more that $14 million of public funds on work 

towards re-activation of other sections of the rail line; and

        WHEREAS, service on this line through Springfield would be of no benefit to the citizens of

Springfield and would represent a severe detriment to the quality of life in Springfield, including noise,

reduced property values and creation of safety hazards for children, other pedestrians and motorists.

        NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of

Springfield, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that they do hereby oppose any future public funding by 

the NJDOT for the M&E Railroad as concerns the right-of-way through Springfield; and

        BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of Springfield does

hereby call upon the County of Union to terminate the agreement with M&E based upon their breach of 

same; and

        BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Union County 

Board of Chosen Freeholders, the Chief Operating Officer of the M&E Railroad, Inc., to all state 

legislators representing the Township of Springfield and to the Mayors of Cranford, Roselle Park, Kenilworth, 

Union and Summit.

                                                                                        ________________________________

                                                                                            Chairman, Township Committee

Adopted:

January 8, 2008

Township Clerk

