Joseph L. Trapp

Administrator of Investigations

Division of Criminal Justice
Attn: R&I
Hughes Justice Complex
25 Market Street - PO 085
Trenton, NJ 08625-0085


RE: CJ# 2005-1856-JC
Dear Mr. Trapp,

It has come to my attention that the Division of Criminal Justice is reviewing the above matter concerning the reactivation of segments of the Rahway Valley and Staten Island Railroads, against the wishes and behind the backs of the vast majority of affected residents. I hope the Division will finally uncover the fraud and corruption that appears to be behind the reactivation, and the unethical if not illegal behavior on the part of certain public officials and their friends and family members who stand to personally benefit from the reactivation of the railroad.

In summary, The County entered into an Agreement with the M&E on May 9 2002 - and without soliciting competitive bids. In accordance with terms of the Agreement, the County and M&E were contractually obligated to establish a public outreach program to the affected municipalities within thirty days of its signing. Not only was the public outreach never undertaken within the timeframe, the County actually denied that an Agreement had even been entered into!!!
For over a year from the signing of the Agreement until June, 2003, the County continued to lie and publicly deny that an Agreement had been entered into and to stonewall local officials’ attempts to get information.

Further, after the Agreement was signed the Freeholders adopted Resolution 902-02 clarifying that the County “shall not approve the usage of the rail line right of way unless and until the affected municipalities each pass a governing body resolution consenting to such usage.” Kenilworth, Roselle, Roselle Park, Springfield, and Summit all passed resolutions opposed to the reactivation of the line.

While I believe there is NO financial benefit to Union County from reactivating the railroad, certain public officials stand to personally benefit from the reactivation, which is costing NJ taxpayers millions to rebuild. And M&E, without investing anything, gets to lease the restored lines for just $2.00 a year.

I am extremely disconcerted by what I see as unethical if not illegal behavior on the part of the named individuals, and just don’t see what the benefit or motivation is to Union County to reactivate the railroad beyond the financial enrichment of the involved politicians and family members. Please IMMEDIATELY investigate the suspect dealings of officials who stand to personally profit from the reactivation of the railway and the underhanded way the railroad is being reactivated against residents’ wishes.

Thank you,

