COALITION TO STOP THE TRAIN
P.O. BOX 76 • KENILWORTH • NEW JERSEY • 07033

stopthetrain@comcast.net
www.stopthetrain.org

Members of the Assembly Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee:


Assemblyman Robert Smith, Chairman
AND
Assemblyman Douglas H.  Fischer


10-F Greentree Road

Assemblyman Herb Conaway


Turnersville, NJ 08012

Assemblyman Michael J. Doherty




Assemblyman George F. Giest

Members of the State Transportation Committee



Senator Nicholas J. Sacco, Co-Chairman
AND
Senator Andrew R. Ciesla


9060 Palisade Avenue

Senator Diane Allen


North Bergen, NJ 07047

Senator Henry P. Macnamara




Senator Stephen M. Sweeney




Senator Shirley Turner

Dear Assemblymen and Senators:


We ask your support of Assembly Bill #2916/ Senate Bill S2037 initiated by Assemblyman Eric Munoz and Senator Thomas Kean, Jr.  This bill “requires the Department of Transportation to sell portions of certain railroad right-of-ways to Union County for recreation and conservation purposes and to interested municipalities for senior citizen housing and provides a nonmatching grant from Garden State Green Acres Preservation Trust Funds to Union County.”  These right-of-ways include the former Staten Island and Rahway Valley Railroads. 


We are residents of Union County and reside in one of the towns in which the revitalization of this diesel freight train would adversely affect and deteriorate our quality of life in many ways. 
· Traffic Problems – trains will cross an extreme number of state, county and local roads including: Route 22 in Union; (Route 28); Westfield Avenue in Roselle Park; the Boulevard in Kenilworth; Mountain and Meisel Avenues in Springfield; South Avenue in Cranford and Chestnut Street in Roselle.

· Noise, vibration and diesel pollution.

· Depreciation of property value and shrinkage of the tax base.

· Safety of residents, including children playing in adjacent backyards and park areas.

· Interference with delivery of emergency services in time of local need or national emergency.

· Movement through residential and commercial neighborhoods of up to 286,000 pounds per rail car of unrestricted freight that could include hazardous chemicals and materials


It should also be noted that there is no economic benefit to the revitalization of this railroad for the county or any of the local municipalities directly involved (Cranford, Roselle, Roselle Park, Kenilworth, Union, Springfield and Summit).  All funds generated will be used exclusively by the county for the purpose of funding any railroad rehabilitation or other work relating exclusively to this line.


The reactivation of this railroad was tried previously in the 1990’s and now again in 2003.  We are hoping that with the passage of this bill, we will be able to solve this issue once and for all.  This bill, if passed, will ensure our safety and quality of life in so many ways.  Please support our endeavor with the passage of Assembly Bill #2916 and Senate Bill #2307 and help us to use this land in a manner that would be beneficial to all the resident of Union County.



Yours truly,

Daniel Westervelt • Cranford   JoAnn Dillon • Kenilworth   Arlene Murphy • Roselle    Robert  Zeglarski, Jr. • Roselle Park

Herbert Slote • Springfield   Louis DeSocio, Coordinator, ESA • Summit   Robert Brede • Union


